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May, 2009
Re: SWIMMING POOL REQUIREMENTS
Dear Swimming Pool Owner:

With the opening of the 2009 pool season Chadds Ford Township would like to remind pool
owners of their responsibilities concerning the discharge of pool water. The Pennsylvania Clean
Streams Law and the Chadds Ford Township NPDES MS4 permit prohibits the discharge of
non-stormwater, such as pool water, to the municipal storm sewer system. Every year, there
are incidents of fish kills relating to either the discharge of pool water at the end of the season,
at the beginning of the season, or the running of tap water or pool water hoses into storm
sewers. Pool water discharged with residual chlorine at even the low level found in tap water
has had adverse impacts on nearby creeks and ponds. Pool owners/operators can be liable for
any damage to aquatic life or the stream that occurs as a result of their pool discharge(s).

Discharge of pool water to either sanitary sewers or storm sewers is prohibited by our
municipality’s ordinances. Pool water should not be discharged to storm drains, or streets that
run to storm drains, but rather over a grassy area at a rate that optimizes infiltration and aeration
and will not cause erosion. According to the DEP guidelines, pool water should have zero
chlorine residual, and be within the acceptable ranges for temperature and pH as specified.

Single family residences with pools should also not be draining pool water directly to streams,
storm sewers, or streets. Discharges should be over a grassy area at a rate that allows the
water to soak into the ground. It is not permitted to discharge filter backwash water to storm
sewers or streams; this water must also be infiltrated to the ground.

Should you have any questions regarding your responsibilities under the PA Clean Streams
Law, please contact the Township or the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection,
Southeast Regional Office, Bureau of Water Management, 484-250-5970.

Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our streams healthy!
Very truly yours,

GEORGE M. THORPE, Chairman
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